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For the Christian Monitor. 
AN ADDRESS TO PARENTS. 


To the general neglect of paren- 
tal government and instruction may 
be traced a great proportion of the 
evils, which affect society at large 
and the church. On every side we 
see children growing up in ignor- 
ance and vice. Many learn to 
take God’s name in vain, before 
they are able to read his word. 
And many begin to lie and steal, 
before they are taught the awful 
wickedness of this conduct. They 
arrive at manhood without feeling 
any reverence for the sabbath, or 
the holy scriptures. Their con- 
sciences do not restrain them from 
the commission of some of the great- 
est sins. They are without the 
fear of God before their eyes. They 
are governed by their passions, rath- 
er than by réason, or the word of 
God. To the neglect of parental 
government and instruction, must 
be attributed, many of the difficul- 
ties which the friends of morality 
and religion, experience in their at- 
tempts to discharge their duty. 

Religious parents are not alto- 
gether guiltless. They appear ma- 
ny times to fear their children more 
than God. They are the idols, 
which they worship. In too many 
families children bear rule and par- 
ents obey. Thus that beautiful or- 
cer, which God has established, is 
inverted, and confusion is introduc- 
ed. The children of some, who 
profess religion, but whom we can- 
not pronounce real christians, are 
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suffered to spend the holy sabbath 
in idleness or sport. Why then 
should we be surprized, if children, 
thus neglected in their earliest years, 
become at least practical infidels 
and even atheists? Why should 
we be surprized, if their conscien- 
ces are not alarmed by the most 
solemn truths ? And why should we 
be surprized at the little success, 
which attends the preaching of the 
gospel? To you, who are parents, 
God has committed the charge, not 
merely of perishing bodies, but of 
immortal souls. You are accounta- 
ble to him for the conduct of your 
children. If you neglect your duty, 
aud your children perish; their 
blood will be required at your hand. 
In vain will you attempt to throw 
all the burden and blame upon the 
ministers of the gospel. Their res- 
ponsibility is great. They will 
have a most solemn account to ren- 
der to God of their stewardship. 
Should they prove unfaithful, great 
must be their condemnation. But 
you have something to do as well 
as ministers. You have much to do 
to prepare the minds of your chil- 
dren for the reception of good seed. 
It is not necessary to urge many 
of you to provide food and clothing 
for your children. Their temporal 
interest is dear to yourheart. You 
are wi'ling to labour early and late 
for their bodies. You are also anx- 
ious to give them that instruction, 
which will make them respectable 
in society, and which may qualify 
them to acquire riches. In a word 
you are attentive to whatever may 
promote their happiness in this life, 
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But why are you so unmindful of 
their spiritual welfare ? Why do you 
forget, that these beloved children 
are exposed to everlasting death ? 
Are you wiiling to see them at the 
great judgment day cast into hell ? 
Crve! parents? You love the bod- 
ies ; but hate the souls of your chil- 
dren. Why do you constantly make 
an impression on their minds, that 
their bodies are of more value than 
their souls? You make them indit- 
ferent to their eternal concerns. 
You strengthen their unbelief and 
increase their love cf the world. 
Be persuaded by the following con- 
siderations to make greater exertions 
for the salvation of your children, 

1. You have great advantages 
over public teachers for making re- 


ligious impressions on the minds of. 


your children. Their first thoughts 
on the most important subjects they 
must receive from you. The earli- 
est impressions are usually the deep- 
est and the most lasting. Their 
minds, when they first begin to ex- 
pand, are most free from prejudices 
and objections. At this early peri- 
od you may fix upon their memo- 
ries many essential truths, which 
the spirit of God may enable them 
to understand. Besides, if they do 
not receive good impressions from 
you; they will early drink in er- 
vor and lies. ‘As they are accus- 
tomed to receive from you their 
food and clothing ; so they esteem 
you as their friends and regard your 
word. Chrildren usually believe 
what is said to them by their par- 
ents. You can choose the most 
favorable seasons, and alse add your 
authority to your instructions. "The 
wondertul success of many parents 
may also be added to this ‘consider- 
ation. 

2. If your children do not early 
learn to reverence the word of God, 


they probably will never be bene- 


fitted by the gospel. As they grow 
up and mix with the thoughtless and 
vicious ; so they become impatient 
of restraint and despise that instruc- 
tion, which once they would have 
received without murmuring. Boys 
especially, who are the hope of so- 
ciety and of the church, from 15 to 
21 years of age, if not taught sub- 
mission before, and if not made ac- 
quainted with the word of God, re- 
fuse then to obey and study the 
scriptures. If the first period be 
lost, you may almost conclude all is 
lost. [fin their childhood you neg- 
lect to inspire them with a respect 
for the word of God, in vain will 
you expect to see them converted 
by the preaching of the gospel. 
The sabbath they will profane and 
all arguments drawn from the word 
of God, they will disregard. - They 
will be walking, reading the news- 
papers, writing letters of business, 
or riding, when they ought to be 
hearing the gospel. It is ‘almost as 
easy to reason with professed infi- 
dels,as those,who have been brought 
up without any reverence for the 
word and institutions of God. What 
will become of our churches—what 
will be the state of morals ; if you 
do not awake from your slumbers ? 
3. Do you want encouragement ? 
The scriptures afford abundant en- 
couragement. Train up a child in 
the way he should go, and when he 
is old, he will not depart from it. 
If but one of'a number of children 


should be converted ; one soul is of 


immense worth. You have as much 
reason to expect a blessing on your 
prayers amd instruction, as_ the 
preacher of the gospel. If you 
yourselves are not immediately in- 
strumental in the conversion of your 
children ; your exertions are neces- 
sary and may be accessary to so 
important a result. Parents, who 
ape faithiul, are seldom disappoint- 
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ed in seeing some of their children 
brought to a knowledge of the truth. 

Finally. Remember you must 
meet your children at the bar of 
God. You may see them on the 
Jeft hand of the judge. You may 
bear them reproach you, as the oc- 
casion of their ruin. Can you bear 
the thought of seeing them, through 
your neglect of duty, cast into ev- 
erlasting buruings—to dwell forever 
with devils and damned spirits— 
where there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth? 


For the Christian Monitor. 
SHORT SERMONS. 


Mebrews 1x.27.—“ But afler this the 
judgment.” 


Tue whole verse and the follow- 
ing one read thus: “ It is appoin- 
ted unto men once to die ; but after 
this the judgment : So Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of ma- 
ny, and unto them that look for him 
shall he appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation. Events 
usually excite our attention in pro- 
portion to their magnitude, their re- 
lation to ourselves, and the surpris- 
ing and unexpected manner in 
which they occur. We listen with 
admiration to the account of the o- 
verthrow of a kingdom. Concern- 
ing an important event, which has 
recently occured in eur own coun- 
iry, and in which we as individuals 
are concerned, we read with greater 
interest. Ifthe event be introduced 
in a surprising and sudden manner, 
it excites the deepest attention. 
But what is the overthrow of a na- 
tion, even our own; what, the most 
sudden and surprising events on 
earth, compared with the final con- 
flacration of all things ? 


“ But after death the judgment.” 

I. Show that there willbe a day 
of judgment. ) 

Il. Mention some of the transac- 
tions of that day. 

IlI. Point out the consequence’ 
of it. 

I, There will be a day of judg- 
ment. 

1. This is evident from the tes- 
timony ofscripture. ‘ And Enoch 
also, the seventh from Adam, proph- 
esied, saying, Behold the Lord com- 
eth with ten thousands of his saints, 
to execute judgment upon all, and 
to convince all that are ungodly a- 
mong them, of all their ungodly 
deeds, which they have ungodly 
committed, and of all their hard 
speeches, which ungodly sinners 
have spoken against him. Because 
he hath appointed a day, in the 
which he will judge the world in 
righteousness. For we must all ap- 
pear before the judgment seat of 
Christ ; that every one may receive 
the things done. in-his body, ac- 
cording to that he hath done, wheth- 
erit be good or bad. In the day 
when God shall judge the secrets ot 
men by Jesus Christ, according to 
my gospe!. But I say unto you, 
that for every idle word, that men 
shall speak, they sha!l give an ac- 
count thereof in the day of judg- 
ment. For by thy words thou shalt 
be justified, and by thy words thou 
shalt be condemned. But why dost 
thou judge thy brother ? and why 
dost thou set at nought thy brother ! 
for we must all stand before the 
judgment seat of Christ.” 

2. That there will be a day oi 
judgment is evident from the une- 
qual and seemingly partial manner, 
in which men are treated in this 
life. 

Were this life a state of retribu- 
tion, we might expect in every in- 
stance to sec holiness rewarded, and 
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sin punished ; but the reverse is of- 
ten witnessed. How frequently do 
we behold the righteous in adversity, 
reduced to poverty, reproached by 
their enemies, passing their days in 
obscurity, and without a friend to 
close their eyes in death? On the 
other hand, how often do we see the 
wicked prosper, living at ease in 
their sins, honoured with titles, 
boasting in their riches, and tramp- 
ling on the rights of the poor ? We 
cannot suppose, that either of these 
characters receive their due rewards 
in this life. ‘There must then of 
necessity be a future impartial judg- 
ment. ; 

if we had no knowledge of the 
judgment to come, or of the final 
destinies of men, the dispensations 
of Providence would often fill us 
with perplexity. We should en- 
quire, why men devoid of merit are 
placed among the rulers of the peo- 
ple ; while men ofa more excellent 
character languish in obscurity ? 
Why the poor are so often deprived 
of their rights even in courts of jus- 
tice? Why the wicked have no 
bands in their death ? But if there 
be a futare judgment, all these en- 
quiries are at once satisfactorily an- 
swered. Then all hearts will be 
laid open, and every man receive 
according to the deeds done in his 
body. 

3. There will be a day of judg- 
ment in order, that both the mercy 
and justice of God may be clearly 
displayed. 

The salvation of the redeemed 
will in the great day appear to be 
so entirely of grace that when they 
hear those words, so full of love pro- 
nounced, ‘‘ Come, ye blessed of my 
Father,” they will in heavenly 
strains shout forth the praises of the 
Lamb. But the conduct of impeni- 
tent sinners will then appear so un- 
reasonable, the character of God so 


just, and his government so righ- 
teous. that every mouth will be shut. 
Sinners will stand at the bar of Christ 
in dreadful amazement, without one 
plea to offer in extenuation of their 
guilt. And a consciousness, that 
they deserve to be treated with se- 
verity by the Judge of all the earth 
will be a dreadful ingredient in 
their cup Of wrath. © 

I proceed now, 

II. As proposed to mention some 
of the transactions of the last day. 

Let us begin with its introduction. 
When an unusual stillness pervades 
the earth ; while men are engaged 
in the various employments of life, 
and no one, (in the words of anoth- 
er,) dreams of danger, the awful 
scene opens. The trump of God 
sounds—the dead arise—the earth is 
enveloped in flames—The sun is 
turned into darkness, the moon into 
blood—the stars drop from their or- 
bits—and the elements melt with 
fervent heat. Now the Saviour ap- 
pears—appears in all the splendour 
and majesty of God—a countless 
throng of angels attend him—his 
throne is prepared for judgment. 
Happy morning to the saints! Hail! 
hail, ye highly favoured of the Lord, 
this is the harbinger of your long 
promised glory ! Lift up your heads 
O ye saints, for your redemption 
draweth nigh ! 

But bow shall I describe the con- 
dition of the ungodly 2? Doubtless 
it afforded the Antideluvians some 
satisfaction for a season, that they 
could see the mountains uncovered 
amidst the dreadful inundation of 
waters. But to what mountain, Q 
sinner, in the morning of the resur- 
rection can you flee, not burning to 
its centre? Reflect on the anguish 
you have felt, when death stared 
you in the face ; and remember that 
greater amazement and more fear- 
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ful despair will seize you on that e- 
ve:.iul morning. 

Christ now ascends the judgment 
seat, and directs his angels to as- 
semble all nations before him, to 
place his friends on his right hand, 
his enemies on his left. Here again 
J must animadvert on the characters, 
which compose this vast assembly. 
O the exultation of the christian ! 
Did you ever see, at the moment of 
his deliverance, a miserable captive 
who had Jong been immured in pris- 
on ; what were his emotions at the 
time? ‘The christian, released from 
the grave, now expects complete 
deliverance from all his enemies. 
Did you ever see a self condemned 
criminal dragged to the place of tri- 
al? Did you watch his haltings, 
and observe his changing counte- 
nance, when about to be arraigned 
befcre a human tribunal; Ab! lit- 
tle does this represent the state of 
the sinner approaching his final 
Judge! ‘Trembling will seize eve- 
ty limb—the paleness of death will 
brood upon his visage—the terrors 
of hell will take hold of him. 

The judgment is now set—the 
books are opened—all hearts are 
revealed, and every secret action is 
brought to light. ‘The boldest sin- 
ners, while in this world, wish to 
have much of their disgraceful con 
duct concealed ; but at the tribunal 
of Christ there will be no conceal- 
ment. The basest motives,the black- 
est crimes will then be exposed to 
the view of an assembled universe. 
He, whose eyes are asa flame of 
fire, will unveil all their dark and 
intricate designs. All hearts will 
now be impartially examined, and 
Christ will pronounce the last deci- 
sive sentence. “l’o the righteous he 
will say “ Come, ye blessed of my 
Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you from the foundation 
ef the world.” To the wicked he 


will say, * Depart from me, ye 


cursed, into everlasting fire pre- 
ared for the devil and his angels.” 
Ill. I am now to point out the 
consequences of the last judgment. 
The sentence passed by the 
righteous judge, will be immediate- 
ly executed. The wicked shall go 
away into everlasting punishment ; 
but the righteous into life eternal. 


. This must be a moment of unuttera- 


ble anguish to the sinner. Hope 
now expires—already he feels the 
gnawings of that worm, which 
never dies. If he reflects on the 
past, it only addsto his anguish. 
If he tooks forward, eternity, with 
all its terrors, crowds upon his view 

The ransomed of the Lord now 
begin their immortal song. When 
they see the wicked banished from 
God, and behold the smoke of their 
torments ascending up for ever and 
ever, they will sing Alleluia. All 
tears will be wiped from their eyes. 
Their faith will be turned into 
sight—their hope into the full en- 
joyment of God. ° . 

CONCLUSION. 
1. If there is to be such a day of 


judgment, as we have descrtbed, in- 


fidelity will then receive a full and 
final refutation. The apostle Peter 
declares ; That there shall come in 
the last days scoffers, saying, where 
is the promise of his coming ? For 
since the fathers fell asleep, all 
things continue as they were from 
the beginning of the creation. But 
he adds, ** The day of the Lord 
will come, as a thief in the night, in 
which the heavens will pass awa 

with a great noise, and the elements 
shall melt with fervent heat; the 
earth also and the works that are 
therein shall be burnt up.” There 
are some bold enough, at the pres- 
ent day, to deny all revelation, to 
resolve the religion of Christ into 
Priestcraft, and to laugh at the idea 
of a future judgment; but in the 
great day of God there will be no 
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infidels. The truths of revelation 
will then be demonstrated, and re- 
ceive universal acknowledgement. 
The bright and convincing hght of 
eternity will confound and refute 
the daring advocates of infidelity. 

If there is a day of judgment our 
probationary state becomes very 
interesting tous. The conduct of 
a man’s whole life will all be brought 
into view, when he stands at the bar 
of God. We must be judged for 
the deeds done inthe body. God 
will bring every work into judgment. 
Little do we think in our gay and 
inconsiderate hours, that the whole 

eriod of our lives will one day be 
reviewed. This consideration shows 
the vast importance of our proba- 
tionary state. If, indeed, we view 
life in respect to its uncertainty and 
short continuance, we may exclaim, 
what is it? It is even a vapour, 
which appeareth for a little while, 
and. then vanisheth away. But 
viewed in connection with the fi- 
nal judgment—in connection with 
the untold happiness of heaven and 
the undescribable torments of hell, 
O how important and interesting to 
us ! 

Let me press upon all the neces- 
sity of preparing to stand at the 
judgment seat of Christ. What 
would you think of a man, who had 
an important cause in court, and 
knew that on a certain day it would 
be tried, yet made no preparation 
for the trial 2? Would you not sup- 
pose, that he was blind to his own 
interest, or under the deepest infat- 
uation? But the conduct of impen- 
jtent sinners evinces greater intatu- 
ation and criminality. Do you be- 
lieve the word of God ? you must 
then believe there will be a day of 
judgment, and that your eternal 
salvation depends on your prepara- 
tion for that day. How can you 
then banish al! thoughts ef that day 


from your minds? How can you 
neglect all preparation for the day 
of final retribution? O sinner, im- 
agine for a moment the last solemn 
scene commencing. See yonder 
luminary of heaven forgetting his 
long accustomed course, disrobed of 
his splencdour,turning into darkness ! 
Hear the shrill notes of Gabriel's 
trump echo through the dissolvin 
universe! See the Babe ot Bethie- 
hem, the once despised Nazarene, 
the crucified Jesus, coming in the 
clouds of heaven! Behold the slum- 
bering dead rising from the grave, 
no more to die! All nations col- 
lected in one vast congregation a- 
round the tribunal of Christ! At- 
tend to the solemn trial, the impar- 
tial examination, which must then 
take place! See the saints acquit- 
ted, returning to heaven—sinners 
condemned, and sinking to hell, 
Imagine yourse!f, not an indifferent 
spectator of these scenes, but one 
deeply interested in every event, 
and tell me, if there is not need of 
preparing for this eventful day. 

Go, my friends, and in all your 
future moments, live under the eye 
of your Judge, in reference to that 
great and dreadful day of the Lord. 
Prepare to meet yourGod in peace. 
AMEN. 


From the Christian Observer. 


ON THE PRETENCE OF PROPRIETY 
FOR CONFORMITY TO THE WORLD. 


Propriety is a word of a very at: 
tractive sound: but all isnot gold 
that glitters ; and it becc mes neces- 
sary to scrutinize the real import of 
that term in the mouths of those 
who rely upon it for the vindication 
of their conduct, before we can pro- 
nounce on the merits of that vindi- 
cation. Now, Sir, it appears to me, 
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thata numerous class of Christians 
in the higher and middling ranks in 
defending their habits of life on the 
ground of propriety, appeal to what 
ithe world denominates propriety in 
reference to its own maxims and 
principles, rather than to what is re- 
ally proper in the sight of their great 
Lord and Saviour. I have been led 
to form this opinion from having ob- 
served them fly to propriety for their 
vindication, far most frequently, (I 
will not say exclusively,) when an 
adoption of the habits of the world, 
or at leasta very consderable ap- 

roach to those habits, is to be de- 
fended. The world, no doubt, 
deems its own habits very proper ; 
and those who thus defend an ap- 
proximation to them may be justly 
suspected of having taken up a crite- 
rion of propriety not very unlike that 
ef the world. Is this an uncharita- 
ble suspicion ? Would it be thought 
to be so in other cases ? Should we 
accuse any one of a want of charity, 
who expressed a suspicion that a 
person who acted like a rogue had 
the principles of a rogue ? How can 
a suspicion of this kind be avoided 
in such cases, since we see that in 
the common course of things dissim- 
ilar principles lead to dissimilar con- 
duct ? Men do not “‘ gather grapes 
of thorns nor figs of thistles.””. ‘Their 
experience shews them that ‘‘ a good 
tree bringeth forth good fruit, and a 
corrupt tree bringeth forth evil 
fruit.” Ifthis way of reasoning be 
just, we must pronounce that in most 
cases of any importance what is 
proper according to principles of 
one description is likely to be im- 
proper according to principles of 
an opposite kind. Let the Chris- 


iian then consider how widely the 
principles which he proiesses differ 
from those of his irreligious neigh- 
bors, and he will stand aloof from 
their ceneral habits of life. 


In the 
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employment of time, or in the use 

of property, will he not be extreme- 

ly jealous of a close agreement with 

the world, since he is required 

continually to bear.in mind, that 

time and property are the gifts of 
God, and to be employed for his 
glory ; while the world in receiving 
these gifts, scarcely thinks of the 
donor, and in its use of them has 
very inferior objects in view ? A 
similar question might be asked 
with respect to various other partic- 

ulars, as the education of children : 

the choice of serious occupations, of 
amusements, and of companions : 

and the general strain of conversa- 
tion. It is not however my inten- 
tion to enlarge on these and like 
points, though they are well worthy 
of the consideration of some of your 
able correspondents. I shall con- 
tent myself with remarking that ifa 
Christian is indeed to be one who is 
not of the world, but is. chosen out of 
the world ;—if with him old things 
are passed away and all things are 
become new ;— ii he is not to be con- 
formed to this world but to be trans- 
formed by the renewing of his mind, 
(the close connection of these sister- 
precepts clearly shewing that in the 
opinion of their author, St. Paul, the 
mind will not be transformed while 
there is a conformity to the world): 
if such be the Christian, and such 
the rules prescribed to him, surely 
true propriety in his holy calling 
must rather be found in receding 
from the common habits of the world 
than im adopting them. 

But there is not only a great /a- 
greement in practice between the 
world, and the class of persons un- 
der consideration, when they ap- 
peal to propriety. They agree 
very much with it én thezr object. Is 
it often, is it ever, their leading 
purpose on such occasions to be 
eminently moderate and self-deny- 
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mg; toset a Christian example to 
their irreligious neighbors, and wean 
them from their love of self-indul- 
gence, and of shew and ostentation ! 
On the contrary, it is generally a- 
vowed.to be their tmmediate object 
at least to meet the opinions, to sat- 
isfy the expectations, to comply 
with the wishes, of their circle of 
acquaintance. ‘‘It is proper that 
our furniture should be fashionable, 
and our equipage and servants smart. 
Jt is highly proper to visit all our 
neighbors in the country, with the 
exception, perhaps, of one or two 
profligate characters ; and both in 
country and town to be almost as for- 
ward in making morning calls. of 
mere form, or little more, as those 
who do not know the value of time, 
nor indeed well know hew to get 
rid of it. Without an attention to 
such things, how is a character to 
be maintained in the world ?” 

Alas, Sir, here is the delusion. 
Such persons wish to maintain a 
character. But what character ? 
Rather I fear, (on such occasions at 
least) one which shall obtain the 
praise of men, than one which shall 
procure for them that honor which 
cometh from God only. They do 
not bear in mind as they ought,that 
the approbation of men and that of 
God take in their general course 
directions as opposite, as the natur- 
al corruption of the one is to the 
adorable purity and holiness of the 
other ; and that, if reliance may be 
placed on the dictates of divine 
wisdom, what is highly esteemed a- 
mong men ts abomination in the sight 
of God. Now if in their pursuit of 
propriety it be their leading object 
to conciliate the world, what must 
be the colour of that propriety 
which will answer their purpose ? 
it must evidently be the propriety 
of the world, rather than that of the 
genuine disciple ef Christ. The 


world will love its own: but what 
hope is there, that it will love what 
springs from a source so unconge- 
nial to its principles and feelings as 
the gospel of Christ? They that are 
after the flesh do mind (i. e. relish 
and practice) the tings of the flesh, 
but they that are after the sprrit the 
things of the spirit. 

But it will be alleged, that al- 
though it be the wnmediate object ot 
these persons to conciliate the world, 
and obtain its approbation, their ul- 
timate object is to reform it by ma- 
king religion amiable in its eyes. 

Without questioning the sincerity 
of those who urge this plea, | must 
be allowed to ask, whetber the ob- 
ject it bolds forth is not with many 
so distant asto be scarcely visible 
in the season of action, however it 
may be brought forward, and made 
a prominent feature in their de- 
fence ? Such is the self-deception 
which we practice on curselves; 
that nothing is more common thar 
fora man to think that he is actua- 
ted by motives very different from 
those which really predominate in 
his mind. And when so many mo- 
tives congenial to our natural pro- 
pensities plead for an approxima- 
tion to the habits of the world, is it 
uncharitable to suppose that they 
may sometimes bear rule, while 
their captive is under a persuasion 
that he is swayed by motives of a 
very different kind ? 

Let it however be supposed, that 
our votary of propriety is not sub- 
ject to a delusion of this kind. Let 
it be granted, that he is under the 
predominating influence of a desire 
to render religion amiable by his 
conduct, and thus to recommend it te 
mankind. Are the means he adopts 
such as the gospel will sanction ? 
Let him study its precepts, its spirit, 
and the example of its divine author. 

J am aware, Sir, on how wide a 
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good works. 


field Tam now entering, and will 
labor to be concise. Not to repeat 
what has been already said on the 
contrariety of the Gospel to the u- 
sages of the world, let me beg your 
readers to notice the terms which it 
employs, when it speaks of the 
world, and to draw their own infer- 
ence. Living according to the course 
of this world is, according to St. 
Paul, the same thing with being the 
slaves of Satan, and dead in trespas- 
ses and sins. St. James affirms, 
that the friendship of the world is en- 
mity with God. St. John declares, 
that the whole world lieth in wick- 
edness ; and earnestly presses his 
followers to beware of its allure- 
ments, and expect its dislike. And 
our blessed Saviour is very full on 
this last point in various passages, 
and never intimates that his disci« 
ples must obtain the favor of the 
world in order to do good in it. 

But does not the Gospel require 
Christians to attend to their chatac- 
ters among men, and to act in such 
away as to recommend the religion 
they profess ? Certainly in nume- 
rous instances : but mark the course 
which it prescribes. The disciples 
are instructed by their divine Mas- 
ter to lead men to glorify God by 
letting them see their good works ; 
and St. Peter, exhorts Christians to 
put to sileace the ignorance of fool- 
ish men, and to dispose them to glo- 
rify God by well doing, and by their 
Similar advice is giv- 
en by St. Paul to Titus—Christiad 
Women are enjoined to win over 
their unbeli¢ving husbands, if possi- 
ble, to the faith: how? By chasie 
conversation coupled with fear (a res- 
pectful demeanor;) and by puiting 
on the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit. Servants are commanded to 
adorn the doctrine of God our Sa- 
viour by obedience, honesty, fidelity, 
&c. Instances of similat advice for 
VOL. II. K 





On Conformity to the World: 13 


recommending religion to mankind 
might probably be multiplied. In- 
stead of inculcating on his disciples 
the necessity of obtaining the gen- 
eral approbation of mankind, Christ 
warned them, that general approba- 
tion would be an evidence of their 
not being faithful in their Christian 
course. “ Woe be unto you when 
allmen speak well of you, for so did 
their fathers of the false prophets.” 
We have one instance of a consider- 
able body of Christians obtaining 
for a time the favor of all the people : 
but it is perfectly clear from the 
beautiful account which is given of 
them, that this was by no means ob- 
tained by worldly compliances, but 
by their singular eminence in Chris- 
tian tempers and conduct. 

Lei us now turn to the example of 
our Saviour. He associated freely 
with mankind, and exhibited a per- 
fect pattern of kindness and courte- 
sy ; and the general course of his 
life was, doubtless, that which un- 
erring wisdom pointed out as the 
best for the success of his Gospel. 
But did either his kindness or his 
wisdom render him very solicitous 
to conform to the feelings and hab- 
its of his countrymen? Had this 
been the case, he would not havé 
been, as was supposed, the carpen- 
ter’s son: he would not have been a 
Galilean and attended by Galileans : 
he would not have resided ‘at Naza- 
reth : and (not to multiply proofs of 
this kind) he would not have passed 
his days in poverty, and have been 
fellowed only by the poor, He 
knew what violent prejudices would 
be excited against him. But he 
probably thought it necessary to 
mark by the circumstances of his 
life how widely he differed from his 
countrymen in his religious princi- 
ples. Had he travelled on smooths 
ly in the same track as to externals 
with those whom. he proclaimed to 
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be on the brink of ruin, beth tempor- 
al and eternal, he would not easily 
have persuaded any of them to think 
their state so desperate as he des- 
cribed it. They would have imag- 
ined, that one who took pains to 
reconcile bis course of life to theirs, 
and to conciliate them by his com- 
pliances, could not in his heart think 
so very ill of them. With what 
rospect of success could he have 
called on them to be born again, and 
to become new creatures ? Proceed- 
ing as he did, wisdom was justified 
of her children. Many even of the 
chief rulers believed on him during 
his life, and-he seattered seed from 
which a plenteous harvest was reap- 
ed by his apostles after his ascen- 
sion. But had be made greater 
sacrifices to the opinions of an un- 
believing world, he might see, as 
St. Paul did under similar circum- 
stances at a later period, that his 
cross would have been rendered of 
none effect. It will be unnecessary 
for me to trespass on the patience of 
your readers, by applying what has 
been said to the case under consid- 
eration. Jesus has left us an exam- 
ple that we should follow his steps ; 
and though the infinite distance be- 
tween the Saviour of the world and 
ourselves, frequently, makes it im- 
possible for us to follow them liter- 
ally, yet through the divine aid, the 
spirit of his conduct is always with- 
tn our reach, and should animate us 
in all our proceedings. 

But if it could be supposed to be 
allowable to recommend religion to 
mankind, by such metheds as the 
advocate for propriety would em- 
ploy, would they answer his pur- 
pose’? Would an endeavour to 
please the world, by complying 
with. its customs, make religion a- 
miable in its eyes? As well might 


the proprietor of one of the grand 
scenes amidst the mountains and 


torrents of Cumberland attempt to 
heighten the admiration of the trav: 
eller by studding it with obelisks, 
and mock battlements, and alcoves, 
and white washed rocks, and formal 
eascades.. Present Christianity to 
mankind in her native beauty, and 
after commanding their respect, she 
may win their affections. But be- 
deck her with orhaments uncongen- 
ial to her nature, and you expose 
her to contempt and _ ridicule. 
Some indeed will applaud such dec- 
orations ; but how often will their 
praises flow from an unhallowed 
source—from a secret dislike of 
genuine religion! Her purity is 
too great for unhallowed eyes. Her 
noble simplicity is calculated to 
strike mankind with awe. How 
many therefore, who would willing- 
ly think themselves her votaries, 
like her better when exhibited un- 
der some disguise. They are in 
their hearts not displeased to find 
that she ean be inconsistent ; and 
that she betrays some symptoms of 
being half ashamed ef the wide dif- 
ference between herself and the 
world. They are flattered by her 
imitation of their conduct, and ele- 
vated in their own esteem, by her 
degradation. What true Christian 
would covet; what true Christian 
would not dread, the praise bestow- 
ed by such persons on the accom- 
modating spirit of his religion ? 

And what effects are likely to flow 
from the system which it is the ob- 
ject of this paper to condemn ? its 
tendency is to deprive Christianity 
of her spirit and energy ; and to 
lead both those who adopt it, and 
the world at large, to endeavor to 
reconcile God and Mammon. 

With regard to its effect on the 
Christians who adopt it, we are 
none of us sufficiently aware what 
inroads the world is continually 
making on our vigilance, and on 
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our fidelity to our Lord and Master. 
How imperceptibly does its alloy 
insinuate itself, and debase the sim- 
plicity of our views and the purity 
of our conduct ! Shall we then ven- 
ture on a system, which is to invite, 
as it were, this evil, and to place us 
jnflammable as we are, in the midst 
of flames? Men of mere worldly 
prudence would be thought mad if 
they acted ima similar manner.— 
What would be said, if a man, who 
had a strong natural propensity to 
drink or to game, were to make it 
bis plan to conciliate drunkards or 
gamesters by adopting their habits 
of life as far as he could in any way 
reconcile them to his principles ? 
We find no difficulty in deciding in 
this case, because drunkenness and 
gaming are vices which strike us 
with horror. And if we also saw in 
a proper light luxury, ostentation, a 
misuse of property and of time, and 
that apathy of soul towards God and 
religion which accompanies such 
sins, we should find as little difficul- 
ty in the case under consideration. 
But the mischief will be by no 
means confined to ourselves. The 
effect on others will be most disas- 
trous and lamentable. Some hints 
were given on this point in what was 
said on the conduct of our blessed 
Saviour. Could any scheme be de- 
vised more likely to lull the con- 
sciences of our irreligious acquaint- 
ance asleep, than an apparent en- 
deavor to adopt their general habits 
of life as far as possible, and to let 
the difference between us and them 
be as little visible as may be! Ma- 
ny of them will probably be willing 
to meet us half way ; and by using 
moral language, and gravely expres- 
sing in general terms their respect 
for religion, will endeavor to pass 
with us for persons who differ little 
from us in ‘principle. And what 


will be the result of this conspiracy 
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to disguise the truth, and hood-wink 


the conscience, by making opposites 
appear to agree ? The irreligious 
party will continue as irreligious as 
eyer, though somewhat more decor- 
ous perhaps in his conversation and 
conduct : but he will be deluded in- 
to a good opinion of himself by the 
countenance his course of life re- 
ceives. The religious man will 
find the energy and vitality of his. 
principles oa the decline, and be- 
coming languid and feeble. He 
still probably professes the great 
truths of religion, and omits none of 
its outward observances : but he is 
already on the confines at least of 
being neither cold nor hot, and in 
imminent danger of having a name 
to live while heis dead. This gene- 
ral picture will vary according to 
circumstances, and through the ope- 
ration of counteracting causes, even 
its leading features may sometimes 
disappear : but | would appeal to 
any one who has been in the toils 
of the system which has been des- 
cribed, and through divine grace 
has escaped from them, whether its 
tendency has been falsely deline- 
ated. 


Excellent Extracts, taken from the 
works of the late Rev Dr. Will- 
iam Beveridge, Bishop of St. As- 
aph, in England. 


THOUGHTS ON RELIGION. 


Article 1. 1 believe there is one 
God, the Being of all beings. 

Article 2. 1 believe that whatso- 
ever the Most High God would have 
me to believe, or do, in order to his 
glory and my happiness, he hath re- 
vealed to me in his Holy Scriptures. 

Article 3. 1 believe that as there 
is but one God, so this one God is 
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three persons, Father, Son, and Ho- 
ly Ghost. | 

Article 4. 1 believe that I was 
conceived in sin and brought forth 
in iniquity ; and that ever since | 
have n continually conceiving 
mischief and bringing forth vanity. 

Article 5. 4 believe that the Son 
of God became the son of man, that 
[ the son of man might become the 
son of God. 

Artiele 6. 1 believe that Christ 
lived to God, and died for sin, that 
{ might die to sin and live with God. 

Article 7. 1 believe that Christ 
rose from the grave, that 1 might 
rise from sin, and that he is ascen- 
ded into heaven, that | may come 
unto him. 

Irticle 8. I bélieve that my per- 
son is only justified by the merit of 
Christ, imputed to me ; and that my 
nature is only sanctified by the 
Spirit of Christ implanted in me. 

irticle 9. 1 believe God entéred 
into a double covenant with man ; 
the covenant of works made with 
the first, and the covenant of grace 
made in the second Adam. 

Article 10. I believe that as God 
entered into a covenant of grace 
with us, so hath he signed this cov- 
enant to us by a double seal, bap- 
tism and the Lord’s Supper. 

Article 11. I believe, that after 
a short separation,my seul and body 
Shall be united together again, in 
order to appear before the Judg- 
ment seat of Christ, and be finally 


Sentenced according to my deserts. . 


Article 12. 1 believe there are 
two other worlds besides this I live 
in; a world of misery for unrepent- 


ing sinners, and a world of glory for 
believing saints. | 


Resolutions formed from the foregoing 
Articles. 3 


Resolution 1. 1 am resolved by 
the grace of God to walk by rule ; 


and therefore think it necessary to 
resolve upon Rules to walk by. 

Resolution 2. 1 am resolved by 
the grace of God to make the Divine 
Word the Rule of all the rules [| 

to myself. 

Resolution 3. 1 am resolved, that 
as | am not able to think or do any 
thing that is good without the influ- 
ences of the Diyine grace, so I will 
not pretend to merit any favor from 
God upon account of any thing | do 
for his glory and service. — 


Concerning my Conversation in general, 

Resolution 1. 1 am resolved by 
the grace of God to make Christ the 
pattern of my liie here, that so Christ 
may be the portion of my soul here- 
after. 

Resolution 2. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to walk by faith 
and not by sight on earth, that so 
I may live by sight and not by faith 
in heaven. 

Resolution 3. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, always to be 
looking upon God, as always look~- 
ing upon mie. 


Concerning my Thoughis. 


Resolution 1. 1 am resolved, Y 
the grace of God, to watch as mu 
over the inward motions of my 
heart, as the outward actions ef life. 

Resolution 2. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to stop every 
thought, at its first entering into my 
heart, and to examine it wherice it 
comes, and whither it tends. 

Resolution 3. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to be as fearful to 
let in vain, as careful to keep out 
sinful thoughts. 

Resolution 4. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to be always ex- 
ercising my thoughts upon good ob- 
jects, that the devil may not exer- 
cise them upon bad. 
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Resolution 5. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, so to marshalemy 
thoughts, that they may not one 
jostle out another, nor any of them 
prejudice the business I am about. 


Concerning my Affeciions. 


Resolution 1. | am resolved, by 
the grace of God, always to make 
my affections subservient to the dic 
tates of my understanding, that my 
reason may not follow, but guide 
my affections. 

Resolution 2. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to love God as 
the best ef goods, and to hate sin as 
the worst of evils. 

Resolution 3. 1 am resolved, by 
the assistance of Divine grace, to 
make God the principal object of 
my joy, and sin the principal object 
of my grief and sorrow, so as to 
grieve for sin more than suffering, 
and for suffering only for sin’s sake. 


Resolution 4. lam _ resolved, by 
the grace of God, to desire spiritu- 
al mercies more than temporal, and 
temporal mercies only in reference 
to spiritual. 

Resolution 5. Lam resolved, by 
ihe grace of God, to hope for no- 
thing so much as the promises, and 
tg fear nothing so much as the threat- 
enings of God. 

Resolution 6. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to arm myself 
with that spiritual courage and mag- 
nanimity, as to press through all du- 
ties and difficulties whatsoever, for 
the advancement of God’s glory, 
and my own happiness. 

Resolution 7. 1am resolved, by 
the grace of God, so to be angry, as 
not to sin, and therefore to be angry 
at nothing but sin. 


Concerning my Words. 
Resolution 1, 1am resolyed, by 
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the grace of God, never to speak 
much, least I often speak too much, 
and not to speak at all, rather than 
to no purpose. . 

Resolution 2.. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, not only to avoid 
the wickedness of swearing falsly, 
but likewise the very appearance of 
swearing at all. 

Resolution 3. 1am resalved, by 
the grace of God, always to make 
my tongue and heart go together, 
so as never to speak with the one, 
what I do not think in the other. 

Resolution 4. 1 am resolved by 
the grace of God, to speak of other 
men’s sins only before their faces, 
and of their virtues only behind 
their backs. 

Resolution 5, Lam resolved, by 
the grace of God, always to speak 
reverently to my superiors, humbly 
to my inferiors, and civilly to all. 


Concerning my Actions. 


Resolution 1. Iam_ resolved, by 
the grace of God, to do every thing 
in obedience to the will of God. 

Resolution 2. lam ‘resolved by 
the grace of God to do every thing 
with prudence and discretion as well 
as with zeal and affection. 5 

Resolution 3. 1 am resolved by 
the grace of God, never to set my 
hand, my head or my heart, about 
any thing but what I verily believe 
is good in itself, and will be esteem- 
ed so by God. 

Resolution 4. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to do all things 
to the glory of God. 

Resolution 5. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to mingle such re- 
creations with my business, as to 
further my business by my recrea- 
tions. 

Concerning my Relations. 


Resolution 1. I am resolved, by | 
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the grace of God, to honour and o- 
bey the civil Government which 
God has been pleased to set over 
me, as well asto expect it should 
safeguard and protect me,whom God 
is pleased to set under it. 

Resolution 2. lam resolved, by 
the same divine grace, to ve as 
constant in loving my wife, as cau- 
tious in chusing her. 

Resolution 3. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to endeavour to 
give to God whatsoever children he 
shall be pleased to give to me ; that 
as mine they are by nature, they 
may be his by grace. 

Resolution 4. 1am resolved, by 
the grace of God, todo my duty 
to my servants, as well as to expect 
they should do their’s to me. 

Resolution 5. 1am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to feed the flock 
that God shall set me over, with 
wholsome food; neither starving 
them by idleness, poisoning them 
with error, nor puffing them up 
with impertinences. 

Resolution 6. 1am resolved, by 
the grace of God, to be as faithful 
and constant to my friend, as I 
would have my friend to be faithful 
and constant to me. 


Concerning my Talents. 


Resolution 1. I am resolved if 
possible, to redeem my time past, 
by using a double Diligence for the 
future, to employ and improve all 
the gifts and endowments, both of 
body and mind, to the glory and 
service of the Great Creator. 


Resolution 2. Iam resolved, by 
divine grace, to employ my riches, 
the outward blessings of Providence 
to the same end, and to observe 
such adue medium in the dispen- 
sing of them, as to avoid prodigality 
pn the one hand, and covetousness 
on the other. 


Resolution 3. Tam resolved, by 
the grace of God, to improve the 
authority God gives me over others, 
to the suppression of Vice, and the 
encouragement of Virtue, and so 
for the exaltation of God’s name on 
earth and their souls in Heaven. 

Resolution 4. Lam resolved, by 
divine grace, to improve the affec- 
tions God stirs up in others towards 
me, to the stirring up of their affec- 
tions towards God. 

Resolution 5. Lam resolved. by 
the grace of God, to improve every 
good thought to the producing of 
good affections in myself, and as 
good actions with respect to God. 

Resolution 6. 1 am resolved, by 
the grace of God to improve every 
affiction God lays upon me, as an 
earnest token of his affection to- 
wards me. 


Dialogue between two Young Men, 
one of whom had reformed from @ 
vicious life. 


B. Goop morning, sir, I have 
not for some time, seen you at our 
old place of rendezvous and hear 
that you have become a very pious 
man. Can you tell me how piety 
feels, and what is tobe gained by 
it? 

A. I wish to obtain piety, but 
without a reformation greater than 
the present, [ cannot claim the title 
of a pious man. 

B. And what is it frightens you. 

A. 1 am not frightened. The 
sins we have committed together 
were great, and itis strange we 
were not afraid at the time of com- 
mitting them, At present I feel no 
consternation. It is pity rather than 
fear which I feel. 

B. What! do you pity yourself 
so soon? 


A. No it is you, my old friend, 
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whom I pity. The manner in which 
you address me excites my compas- 
sion. 

B. But if you are not frightened 
whence comes this change in your 
appearance ? And in your lan- 
guage ? for there are some words 
HERE KR KKK HKEHSE 

A. I must confess I was profane 
in my speech, as | find you now are. 


B. But if this be not the effects 
of a fright, do tell me from whence 
it comes? Are there any new 
truths come into the world? 


A. I have neither heard nor do I 
expect to hear of any. Old truths, 
which I once despised have excited 
my attention. Ihave been enabled 
to hear the voice of reason and con- 
science, and these led me to exam- 
ine the word of God, by which means 
I have new views on many impor- 
tant subjects. 

B. You say you was enabled ; 
but were you not always a rational 
creature? Had you not a con- 
science ? did you not possess the 
scriptures ? 

A. True, I had the powers of 
reason, and conscience, and a kind 
of belief in the scriptures, still I dis- 
regarded them. You know that we 
have both lived in disobedience to 
the word of God. I have seen you 
when both of us trembled under a 
sense of our guilt. If you cannot 
recollect I will point you to the 
time—And how should you and I 
have felt, after we escaped the offi- 
cer who brings criminals to justice, 
if we had been instantly summoned 
before the bar of God ? 


B. Indeed, that is a point to 
which I have not attended. You 
said you were enabled. Whence 
did this come if you always had the 
powers of reason and conscience ? 


1. Should I tell you it was by the 
assistance of the Spirit of God, 
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would you not deny and endeavour 
to ridicule me ? 

B. I might deny, but I would not 

ridicule, for I see you speak sincere- 
ly. 
: 1. It was by the Spirit of God, 
that I was not only enabled, but 
powerfully constrained to think of 
the truth and my own miserable 
state. The instructions of reason 
and conscience were sufficient to 
condemn me ; yet these I did not 
regard. My heart so effectually op- 
posed the truth, that I was ready to 
say itis without evidence. So will 
every obdurate sinner say, until, in 
the day of God’s power, he is made 
to tremble, and torced to hear the 
truth. 

B. Have you seen such a day ? 

A. 1 humbly hope that I have. 

B. How did you obtain that pow- 
er from God ? 

A. It was the sovereign “grace of 
God, which moved him by his own 
power to open my éyes, and teach 
me my sin, guilt and danger. 

B. And what moved him to be se. 
kind to you, as itis evident you 
think he was ? 

1. Ah! you have come toa deep 
subject: what moved him? Here 
angels and men ought to cease their 
inquiries. He is a sovereign God. 
Secret things belong unto the 
Lord. In some few instances, he 
hath revealed the motives by which 
his counsels were determined ; but 
generally he #s silent on this subject. 

The frail and sinful minds: of crea- 
tures could not comprehend if am 
attempt was made to reveal them. 
None can comprehend the resources 
of an infinite nature, or the events 
which can and may take place 
through an eternity to come. Un- 
tii these are understood, it is im- 
sible to answer the question, 
What moved him? You and I are 
but atoms in the universe which he 





: How he may use us in 
the ages to come, for his own glory, 
must remain secret until it is disclo- 
sed by the event.—Why he gave 
his Son to die, that some of the guil- 
ty children of men might become 
sons of glory, and why the angels, 
which kept not their first estate, but 
left their own habitation, are reser- 
ved in everlasting chains under dark- 
ness unto the judgment of the last 
day: Why some men believe, and 
others are left in impenitence, are 
questions which you must propose at 
the throne of God for information. 
But be not too inquisitive; ap- 
proach not that throne presumptu- 
ously. Remember what he hath 
said, ‘* Be still and know that [ am 
God.’’ Therefore ask me not, What 
moved him ? 

B. { did not mean to be pre- 
sumptuous. But you said, he was 
pleased to shew you your own sin 
and guilt. What sin and guilt have 
you, with which you was not al- 
ways acquainted ? 

A. I always supposed myself a 
sinner, at the same time I[ understood 
nothing of the nature or guilt of sin. 
An injury to my own interest and 
peace I always dreaded ; but of the 
wickedness of dishonoring God, I 
never, until of late, had any concep- 
tion, and now I see that in this the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin consists. 
You asked what those sins are with 
which I was not formerly acquaint- 
ed? Idid neither think of God 
nor love him ; I was opposed to his 
holy nature, law, providence and 
government: When urged by the 
dispensations of his providence, it 
pained me to think of his presence 
and I was unwilling he should be 
my judge: In the duties of religion 
[had no satisfaction, neither had I 
any love or justice to men, except 
where I expected to receive benefit 
from their eonneaion. I looked to 
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the creatures rather than to the Cres 
ator for my happiness. These things 
I have seen in myself,and they were 
my sin and unhappiness. 

B. You spoke also of your guilt 
and danger, what now do you see 
concerning these ? 

A. I see that [ have ever been vile 
and guilty for not loving, obeying 
and desiring to honor God. For 
this reason all my thoughts and ac- 
tions have been wrong. [ have been 
very guilty, while I thought poth- 
ing of my sin, I did not act from 
the motives by which I ought to 
have been influenced; neither had 
I the pure, boly and humble temper 
inculcated by the precepts and ex- 
ample of Christ. <A state of guilt, 
is ‘‘thatin which men are justly 
chargeable with crimes.”” And was 
I not criminal in thus treating a God 
of infinite excellency and my daily 
preserver? Whether, at the time. 
I did, or did not see, it alters not the 
case: Allow that I did not see; it 
was my own sin which prevented. 

B. But you speak of danger also : 
Can you think there is much dan- 
ger under the government of a God 
who is almighty and infinitely good ? 

4. Have you not felt yourself at 
sometimes in danger, and did you 
not tremble ? 

B. thave. 

4. And was it not under the same 
government ? 

B That I shall not deny. 

A. How could this be ? 

B. Ob! we are now in this world 
but I meant danger for the world to 
come. 

A. Will not that be just in an 
other world which is just in this ? 

B. It may be, but I have always 
conceived there was more mercy for 
men onthe other than on this side 
of the grave. 


A. Likely, but I suspect this to ~ 


be a delusion of ignorance and im- 
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penitence. You ask what is the 
danger ofsin? It is connected with 
pain by the unchangeable laws ot 
nature, both in this and the world to 
come. Did you ever commit a sin 
without some disagreeable conse- 


quences ensuing, either immediate- 


ly or afterwards? Did you ever 
sin wilfully without some succeed- 
ing pains of conscience ? | 
B. 1 cannot say that [ ever did. 
A. These evils are the danger of 
sin which I have felt. And can 
you assign a reason why it may not 
be so in another life ? 
B. I cannot. om 
A. I have now mentioned the 
natural consequences of sin: But in 
another state, for his own glory and 
the display ofhis justice, God may 
awfully add to them, by meaps we 


cannot now conceive, so that all his 


threatenings will be fulfilled. These 
Views of the Subject have. led me to 
attempt a refurmation of life. 

B. You discourse rationally, al- 
though I cannot yet see as you do. 
The time calls us to our respective 
employments, we will converse a- 
gain on these subjects. 


MESSRS. EDITORS, a 
If your readers derive aS much 
easure from the perusal of Bishop 
orne’s commentary on the 122d 
Psalm as I have done they will 
thank you for giving it a place in the 
Christian Monitor. 


PSAEM CXXII. 
ARGUMENT. 


The author of this Psalm, aswe are ia- 
formed by its title, was David. The 
subject of it is that jov which the peo- 
ple were wont to express, upon their 
going up in companies to keep a feast 
at Jerusalem, when the divine ser- 
vices were regulated and that city 
tras appointed to be the place of pub- 
lic worship. Every thing which can 
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be said upon this topic, must natural- 
ly hold good in. its application to the 
Christian church, and the celebration 
of her feasts ; at which seasons the be- 
liever will as naturally extend his 
thoughts to the Jerusalem above, and 
to that festival, which shal] one day 
be there kept by all the people of God. 


1. ] was glad when they said unto 
me, Let us go into the house of the 
Lorp. | 

Great was the joy of an Israelite, 
when his brethren called upon him 
to accompany them, on some festive 
occasion, to the tabernacle, or tem- 
ple at Jerusalem ; great is the jo 
of a Christian, when he is invited, 
in like manner, to celebrate the 
feasts of the church, to commemo- 
rate the nativity, or the resurrec- 
tion, and to eat and drink at the ta- 
ble of his Lord. Such, in kind, but 
far greater in degree, is that glad- 
ness, which the pious soul experi- 
ences, when she is called hence ; 
when descending angels say unto 
her, Thy labour and sorrow are at 
an end, and the hour of thy enlarge- 
ment is come ; put off mortality 
and misery at once; quit thy house 
of bondage, and the land of thy cap- 
tivity ; fy forth, and “ let us go to- 
gether into the house of “‘ the Lorn, 
not made with hands, eternal in the 
heavens.” ; 

2. Our feet shall stand within thy 
gates, O Jerusalem. 

Yes, O thou holy and happy city 
of peace, and love, and everlasting 
delight, our God will in time bring 
us to behold, and to enter thee ; 
“our feet’? which now, with many 
a weary step, tread the earth, 
** shall” one day ‘* Stand within thy 
gates,” which are opened to all be- 
lievers ; we shall at length rest in 
thy celestial mansions, and con- 
verse for ever with thy blest inhabi- 
tants. 

3. Jerusalem is builded as a city 
that ts compact together. 


A 


We see thee not, indeed, as yet, 
but we hear of thy stability, thy 
unity, thy beauty, and thy magnifi- 
cence. Thy foundations are firm 
upon the holy hills; they are gar- 
nished with all manner of precious 
stones ; and in them are the names 
of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
Thy gates are of pearl, twelve in 
number, and open to all quarters, 
ior the tribes of the spiritual Israel 
tocome in. Thy streets are of pure 
gold, as it were transparent glass ; 
thou art crowned with the unfading 
brightness of eternal glory ; and 
the Lord God Almighty and the 
Lantb are the temple in the midst 
of thee. All these glorious things 
are speken of thee, thou city of God! 
And yet, when we come to sce thee 
with our eyes, we shall be forced to 
confess, as the queen of Sheba did, 
upon viewing the earthly Jerusa- 
lem, with its material temple, and 
the court of its mortal king, that 
thou far ** exceedest the fame which 
he had heard,” and that “* the half 
was not toldus.”” 1 Kings x. 7. 

4. Whither the tribes go up, the 
tribes of the Lorn, unto, or, accord- 
ong tothe testimony of Israel, to give 
thanks unto the name of the Lorn. 

As all the ** tribes” of Israel, three 
times in the year, were seen “ go- 
ing up” to the old Jerusalem, in 
compliance with the ‘* testimonies,” 
the injunctions and institutions of 
their law, to acknowledge the mer- 
cies, and to ** give thanks unto the 
name of * Jehovah,” who had done 
such great things for them ; so from 
the ends of the earth are the redeem- 
ed of the Lord, out of every nation, 
and kindred, and people, continu- 
ally ascending, by faith and charity, 
to the new Jerusalem. St. John 


saw the nations of them that were 
saved, walking in the light of the 
heavenly city, and he heard her 
streets resound with the hallelujahs 
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of ten thousand times ten thousand. 

5. For there are set thrones o 
gudgment, the thrones of the house of 
David, — 

The Israelites resorted to Jerusa- 
lem, because it was thie metropolis 
of the country, and there was the 
residence of their monarchs, alter 
the kingdom was established im “ the 
house of David.” But alas, that 
metropolis is desolate, and ‘“ the 
thrones of judgment,” which were 
therein, have been long since cast 
down to the ground. A Jerusalem, 
however, remains which shall never 
be moved ; in that Jerusalem is the 
throne of eternal judgment erected, 
and the Son of David sitteth upon it. 
Of him it was said by the angel to 
Mary, ** The Lord God shall give 
untohim the throne of his father 
David : and he shall reign over the 
house of Jacob forever, and of his’ 
kingdom there shall be no end.’’ 
Luke i. 32. And he himself thus 
addressed his Apostles ; ** Verily { 
say unto you, that ye which have 
followed me, in the regeneration, 
when the Son of Man shail sit on the 
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit 
upon twelve thrones, judging thé 
twelve tribes of Israel.’ Matt. xix. 
28. 

6, Pray for the peace of J erusc- 
lem : they shall prosper that love thee. 

In this latter part of our Psalm, 
the members of the Israelitish church 
aré exhorted to pray for its peace 
and welfare. What that church 
was, the Christian church militant 
upon earth now is, and demandeth, 
in like manner, the prayers of al]! 
Christian people for its peace and 
welfare ina troublesome and con- 
tentious world. Its iticrease bere 
below is in reality the encrease of 
Jerusalem above, of which it is a 
— and ought to be a resemblance. 

eaven has theretore decreed, that 
they who cenitribute their labours, 
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so good and so glorious an end, 
shall enjoy its prctection, and its 


‘blessing shail be upon the work of 


their hands ; Pe. They shall prosper 
that love thee.” 

7. Peace be within thy walls, and 
prosper or, plenteousness, within 
thy palaces. 

Come,O thou divine Spirit of 

ace and love, who didst reside in 
the soul of the holy Jesus, descend 
into his mystical bedy, and fill us, 
who compose it, with all his heav- 
enly tempers ; put an endo here- 
sies, heal ali schisms, cause bitter 
contentions to cease, abolish every 
enmity, and make us to be of one 
rind in thy holy city ; that so, 
“peace being within her walls,” 
her citizens may give themselves to 
every profitable employment, and 

‘* plentequsness” of grace, wisdom 
and truth, as well as of earth] 
blessings, may be in all her ‘* pala- 
ces.’ Thus will she become a 
lively portrait of that place, which 
is prepared for them that love one 
another, where, with one heart and 
one voice, they shall ascribe ** sal- 
vation and glory to Ged and to the 
Lamb.” 

8. For my brethren and compan- 
tons’ sake, I will now say, Peace be 
within thee. 9. Because of the 
house of the Lory our God I will 
seek thy good, 

In these concluding verses, the 
Psalmist declareth the two motives, 
which induced him io utter his best 
wishes, and to use his best endeav- 
ours, for the prosperity of Jerusa- 
lem ; namely, love ofhis brethren, 
whose happines was involved in 
that of their city ; and love of God, 
who had there fixed the residence 
of his glory. These motives are 
ever in force, and ought, surely, to 
operate with marvellous energy up- 
en our hearts, to stir us up to imi- 
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as well as their prayers, to promote 


tate the pattern now before us, in 
fervent zeal and unwearied labour, 
forthe salvation of men, and the 
glory of their great Redeemer ; 
both which will then be complete, 
when the church militant shall be- 
come triumphant, andthe heayenly 
paradise shall be filled with plants 
taken from its terrestrial nursery. 


Theodore Zuinger, of whom some 
account may be found in Thuanus, 
when he lay on his death-bed, took 
his leave of the world, in a para- 
phrase on the foregoing Psalm ; giv- 
ing it the same turn with that given 
toitabove. I have never been a- 
ble to get a sight of the original ; 
but one may venture, I” believe, to 
say, that it has lost nothing ina 
translation of it by the late learned 
and pious Mr. Merrick ; which is 
so excellent, that I must beg leave 
to present it to the reader. Some 
of the lines are retained in his more 
literal Poetical Version, published 
in 1765. It may serve asa _finish- 
ed specimen of the noble and exalt- 
ed use, which a Christian may, and 
ought to make of the Psalms of Da- 
vid. 


PSALM CXXII, 
i. 

What joy, while thus I view the day, 
That warns my thirsting soul away, 
What transports fill my breast ? 
For, lo, my great Redeemer’s power 

Unfolds the everlasting door, 
And leads me to his Rest. 
IT. 
The festal morn, my God, is come, 
That calls me to the hallow’d dome, 
Thy presence to adore ; 
My feet the summons shall attend, 
With willing steps thy courts ascend, 
And tread th’ ethereal floor, 
iif. 
F’en now to my expecting eyes 
‘The heev’n-built towers of Salem rise, 
F’en now, with glad survey, 
I view her mansions, that contain 
Tl’ angelic forms, an awful traig, 
And shine with cloudless day. 
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IV. Cipal means int i 

Hither, from earth’s remotest end, fon the edifieatine ar +1 by ties 

Lo, the redeem’d of God ascend, ' oe os urch, : 
Their tribute hither bring : by which Spiritual life 1S produced 
ere crown’d with everlasting joy, and preserved j and with respect to 


ASS ate requir 


Tn hymns of praise their tongues einploy, this duty, three thi 
And hail th? immortal King : —_ 


} l. Wisdow am 
Great Salem’s King ; who bids each state A ‘8 Ome, knowledge » Or under 
n her decrees dependent wait ; 


In her, ere time n, ome imagine that this is very ea. 
igh on eternal base uprear’d, sily attained,—nothing requisite but 

His hands the regal seat prepar’d what is equally necessary in the 
Por Jesse’s favour'd Son, acquisition of any artor science - 

Mother of Cities ! on thy head and it Would be well if some per. 

See peace, with healing wings Outspread, SOns would but take as much pains 

lighted fix her stay, f0 obtain this knowledge as the 

ow blest, who calls himself thy friend! 1 i 


Success his labours shal] attend, 


And safety “= his way. SUESOKY perusal of a few books is 
Thy walls, remote from hostile fear, thought Sufficient to make  eatng 
Nor the loud voice of tumult hear, Wise enough to become a minister 

Yor war’s wild Wastes deplore ; and more than a few persons under. 

ere smiling plenty takes her stand take to be public teachers who 

in thy courts with lavish hand Would scarcely be admitted as to}. 
nS pour’d forth all her store. erable disciples in well-ordered 
Let me, blest seat, my name behold church : but more belongs to this 
mong thy citizens enroll’d, Wisdom than most men are aware 
In thee forever dwell. Ol. Were the nature of it duly 
_ wharity my steps prog — considered, Probably some would 
y so © companion and my riend, : : » 
And Faith and Hope farewell ! Fs tush into that work as'they do. 


such an acquaintance With the sys. 
The following extract is taken from Dr. *€™ of doctrinal truths, in their rise, 
Owen's treatise on spiritual gifts. tendency >and use,—such a habit 


€ gives the word of wisdom (1 

First, What are the gifts where- Cor. xii. 8); and where this is not, 

¥ men are fitted for the ministry ? to look for @ Ministry, is to look for 

eurst great duty of the minis- the living among the dead: and 

try is, the dispensation of the doct- they will decéive their own souls 

Tine of the S°spel. Hence it is giv- in the end, as they do those of oth- 

en in charge to al] the ministers of ers in the mean time, who, on any 

the gospel (Acts xx. 99 Pet. v. other grounds, undertake to be 
- 1 Tim. i. 3. Chap. v. 17, iv. preachers of the gospel, 

1S—16, &c.) 5 for this js the prin- 2. Skill to divide the word aright, 
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is requisite to the ministry of the 
gospel, and is also a peculiar gift of 
the Spirit. ‘ Study to approve 
thyself unto God,.a workman that 
needeth not to be ashamed, rightly 
eae the word of truth’ (2 2 Tim. 
5.)—both the former clauses 
sonaeeh on the latter. If a minis- 
ter would be accepted of God,—if 
he would be found at the last day 
‘a workman that needs not to be 
ashamed,’ he must take care to di- 
yide the word of truth which is 
committed to his dispensation in a 
cue manner, This is, as a wise 
steward, taking out from those great 
stores of truth which are in the 
Scripture ; and, as it were, cutting 
off a portion suitable to the various 
conditions of the different members 
of the family ; and without this, a 
common course of preaching, with- 
out distinguishing persons and truths, 
however it may be gilded over with 
a flourish of oratory, is shameful 
work in the house of God! Now, to 
this skill, several things are requir- 
ed. (1.) Asound judgement con- 
cerning the state of those to whom 
the word is dispensed. The min- 
ister must know the state of his peo- 
ple :—whether they are babes or 
young men, or fathers,—whether, in 
the judgment of Charity, they are 
converted to God or not ,—what are 
their hindrances and temptations— 
what is their growth or decay. (2. 
An acquaintance with the methods 
of divine grace on the hearts of men. 
Nothing is more necessary than 
this, though nothing is more despis- 
ed. He who is ignorant of the or- 
dinary operations of grace, fights 
uacertainly in preaching the word, 
hike atnan beating the air! God 
can indeed direct a word of truth, 
spoken as it were at random, toa 
proper effect of grace on an individ- 
ual,—as when the man who drew 
a bow at a venture, smote the king 
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of Israel between the joints of the 
harness ; but, usually, a man is not 
likely to hit a joint, who knows not 
how to take his aim. (3.) An 
acquaintance with the nature of 
temptation, with the special hind- 
rances of faith and obedience, to 
which the hearers of the word are 
exposed, is likewise necessary. 

(4.) A right understanding of the 
nature of ” spiritual diseases with 
their proper remedies; without 
which the hearts of the wicked are 
frequently made glad, and those of 
the righteous filled with sorrow. 
Men who know not these things 
cannot distribute the word aright ; 
and it is lamentable to consider. 
what shameful work is made by 
some men in preaching the word, 

for want of this knowledge : yea, 
how the whole gift is lost as to its 

rer and benefit ! 

3. The gift of utterance belongs 
to the dispensation of the gospel. 
This the apostle reckons among the 
gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. i. 5. 2 
Cor. viii. 5); and he desires the. 
prayers of the church, that this gift 
maay abide and abound in him. Eph. 
vi. 19.—This utterance consists 
not in a natural volubility of speech 
(which is sometimes a snare to those 
who possess it, and a trouble to 
their hearers) nor in a rhetorical, 
ability to set off a discourse with a 
flourish of words, much less in 2 
bold corruption of the ordinance of 
preaching, by quaint expressions 
and the sallies of wit: but it con- 
sists in liberty of speech dicendt lib- 
ertas,—freedom and liberty in the 
declaration of the truth; such as 
the apostle — of in 2 Cor. vi. 
11,‘O ye Corinthians, our mouth 
is open to you ; our heart is enlarg- 
ed? A tree, enlarged spirit, with 
an ability of speech, suited to the 
matter in hand, belongs to this gift. 
(2.) Boldness and eonfidence: 
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‘When the spirit of God, m the midst 
of difficulties and opposition, 
strengthens the minds of ministers, 
so thatthey discharge their work 
freely, as considering whose mes- 
sage it is that they ‘deliver, it be- 
Jongs to this gift of utterance. (3.) 
So also does gravity of expression 
become the sacred Majesty of Christ 
and the delivery of his truth. He 
that speaks, is to speak ‘ as the ora- 
cles of God’ (1 Pet. iv. 11) ;—not 
only as preaching the truth of God 
and nothing else, but as doing it 
with a becoming gravity and sound- 
ness of speech. (4.) To this also 
belongs that authority which accom- 
panies the delivery of the word, 
when preached in demonstration of 
these spiritual abilities ; for all these 
things are necessary, that the hear- 
ers may receiye the gospel, not as 
the word of man, but, as it is indeed, 
the word of God ! 

The second head of ministerial 
duties respects the Worship of God. 
1 mean that part of it ot which God 
himself is the immediate object ; 
and this worship includes various 
actions, according to the variety of 
the institutjons of ‘Christ, and the oc- 
casions of the church. Of these, 
prayer isthe chief ; by which we 
understand confessions , Suplications, 
and thanksgivings, whether abso- 
Jutely, or in the administration of 
other ordinances ;—as the Sacra- 
ments. In this comprehensive duty 
the glory of God is greatly concern- 
ed. The performance of this de- 
pends either on the natural abilities 
pf men, or on the aids of the Holy 

Spirit. Now, to suppose that it 
should depend on the abilities of 
men, without any assistance of the 
Spirit, is to exclude him from those 
yery things for which he is princi- 
pally promised by Christ. Those 
who have not received this gift, are 
utterly unfit to undertake the work 
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of the ministry. In secular affairs, 
it would be esteemed an intolerable 
solecism to call a man tothe dis- 
charge of a duty, the execution of 
which cepended entirely on 2 pecu- 
liar faculty of which he was totally 
destitute ; and it will one day ap- 
pear to be so in things sacred and 
religious ; yea, and much more. 
Thirdly. The rule of the church 
belongs to the ministers of it. God 
has established a rule in the church ; 
and it is committed to the ministers 
of it, who are its guides, rulers, and 
overseers. Rom. xii. 8. 1 Cor. xii, 
28. 1 Tim. v.17. 1 Thes. v. 12 
Heb. xiii. 17—This rule is spiritu- 
al, and has nothing in common with 
the administration of the powers of 
this world. It belongs to the king- 
dom of Christ, which is ‘ not of this 
world :’ and the design of this rule 
is purely the edification of the 
church,—the increase of the faith 
and obedience of all its members, 
mortification of sin, fruitfulness in 
good works, the consolation of be- 
lievers, and the recovery of back- 
sliders. Hence it appears what is 
the nature of those qualifications, and 
of that skill which is necessary in 
those by whom this rule is adminis- 
tered ; and these we affirm to be a 
peculiar gift of the Holy Ghost. If 
it were only skill in the civil or 
cannon law (an acquaintance with 
the rules of certain courts, proceed- 
ing litigiously by citations, mulcts, 
coercions, or imprisonments) I 
should readily acknowledge that no 
gift of the Holy Spirit was requisite ; 
but the nature of it being what we 
have declared, it is impossible that 
it should be performed aright with- 
out divine assistance. It is the Ho- 
ly Ghost who makes the elders of 
the church its overseers or bishops 
(Acts xx. 28) ; and what he calls 
any man unto, that he qualifies him 
for, by suitable gifts. 


soo 


pe) 
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There are also gifts which res- 
pect duties only, and which are giv- 
en to all the members of the church, 
in a great variety of degrees, accor- 
ding to their places and conditions. 
The Spirit of grace quickens, ani- 
mates, and unites the whole body of 
the church in and to Jesus Christ ; 
and furnishes all its members with 
spiritual abilities for its edification. 
Every individual needs these on his 
own account; and they are needed 
by most men for the discharge of 
relative duties; as in families, for 
the worship of God and the instruc- 
tion of children and servants. Also 
every member of a church needs 
some spiritual gift to fill up his place 
therein. 1 Pet. iv. 10. Believers 
are to admonish one another, to ex- 
hort one another, and to build up 
one another in their most holy faith : 
and it is the loss of those spiritual 
gifts which has oceasioned such a 
neglect of these duties, that they 
are scarcely heard of among the 
generality of Christians. Yet, bles- 
sed be God, we have an Cyperiqnce 
of the continuance of this dispensa- 
tion of the Spirit, in the eminent a- 
bilities of a multitude of private 
Christians. By some, I coniess, 
they have been abused,—some have 
presumed upon them beyond their 
proper time,—some have been pufl- 
ed up, and some have used them in 
a disorderly manner (all which mis- 
carriages befel the primitive church- 
es also) ; yet I bad rather have the 
order, spirit, and practice of those 
churches which were planted by the 
apostles, with all their ihconven- 


iences, than the carnal peace of 


others in their open degeneracy 
from al] those things. 

It remains only that we enquire, 
How may persons attain a partici- 
Leary of these gifts, whether minis- 
erial or more private? And here 
we may observe, That they are not 
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communicated by a’sudden afflatus, 

or extraordinary infusion, like the 

gifts of miracles and tongues be- 

stowed on the apostles and first con- 

verts. That dispensation of the 
Spirit has long since ceased ; and 
where it is now pretended to by any 
it may be justly suspected as an en- 
thusiastic delusion. Again : these 
gifts are not absolutely attainable by 
our own diligence in the use of 
means, without respect to the sove- 
reign will of the Holy Spirit ; for 
they are charismata,—arbitrary lar- 
gesses, which he bestows severally 
as he pleaseth ; and hence we see 
the different events which are among 
persons exercised in the same stud- 
ies and endeavours ;—some are en- 
dued with eminent gifts,—some 
scarcely attain amy thing that is 
useful,—and some despise them 
altogether. ‘There is, therefore, an 
immediate operation of the Spirit of 
Ged in the collection of these spirit- 
ual gifts, which is unaccountable by 
the measures of natural parts and in- 

dustry ; and yet, I observe, that 
ordinarily they are both attained 
and increased by the due use of suit- 
able means, as grace itself also is ; 
among which is, in the first place, 
required, a preparation of soul by 
humility, meekness, and teachable- 
ness. ‘The Holy Spirit delights not 
to impart his special gifts to proud, 
seli-conceited men, vainly puffed up 
in their fleshly minds. ‘The same 
may be said of other vicious and de- 
praved habits of mind, by which 
they are sometimes excluded, aiter 
they have been, in some measure, 
received. Prayer is also a princi- 
pal means for their attainment. 
The apostle directs to this, when 
he exhorts to covet the best gift ; 
for this desire is to be expressed on- 
ly by prayer. Diligence in the 
things about which these gifts are 
conversant, is also necessary, 
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mean, particularly, Study arid med- 
itation on the word of God, with the 
use of means for attaining the 
knowledge of his mind therein ; : 
for it is in this course that, usually, 
the Holy Spirit comes in, and af- 
fords his aid for furnishing the mind 
with these spiritual endowments. 
‘The improvement of these gifts de- 
pends on their faithful use. It is 
trade alone that increases talents ; 
and it is exercise, in a way of duty, 
which increases sift. Without this, 
they will first wither, and then per- 
ish! By neglect hereofare they 
lost every day: in some partially, 
im others totally ; and in. some to a 
contempt, hatred, and blasphemy 
of what themselves had réceived.— 
Lastly. The natural endowments 
of men, with elocution, memory, 
and judgment, improved by read- 
ing, learning, and diligent study, 
enlarge and adorn these gifts where 
they are received. 


AN INCIDENT. 


Avrroven the race of vagrants 
and wandering beggars, is become 
so numerous as to require the exer- 
tion of public authority to prevent 
their increase, a few of this charac- 
ter deserve most kind treatment. 


A wealthy merchant lately gave 
the following account : 

As he was standing at his door a 
venerable, grey headed old nian ap- 
proached him, and asked an alms. 
He answered him with severity, and 
demanded why he lived so useless 
a life. The beggar answered, 
** that age disenabled him for labor, 
and he had committed himself to the 
Providerice of God, and the kind- 
ness of good people.” The rich 


man was at this iime a disbeliever 
of religion. 


He directed the old 


man to depart, at the same time 
casting some reflections on the Prov- 
idence of his God. The Venerable 
beggar descended the steps, and 
kneeling at the bottom audibly of- 
fered the following prayer: “* O my 
gracious God, I thank thee that my 
bread and water are sure, but [ 
pray thee, in thy intercession above, 
to remember thrs man, he hath re- 
flected on thy Providence : Father, 
forgive him, he knows not what he 
saith."—Thus the present scene 
ended. 

The words, “ Father, forgive him, 
he knows not what he saith,” con- 
stantly rang in the ears of the rich 
man. He was discomforted through 
the following night. The next day, 
being called on business to a neigh- 
boring town, he overtook the old 
man on the road. Ashe confessed 
to me, the sight almost petrified him 
with guilt and fear. He dismount- 
ed, when the following conversation 
ensued : 

‘** Q. Father, Why do you walk 
the country, as I have observed you 
tode? 4. lam an old man and 
cannot labor. Q. What is your age” 
A, If by the grace of God [ live un- 
til ext Michaelmas I shall be eigh- 
ty-three years of age, “‘ few and 
evil have been the days of the years 
of my life.” Q. But why do you 
not stay at home. 4. I have no 
home. Yes, 1 have a bome, the 
world is my home, and God is my 
provider, but eternity will soon be 
my home. Q. Did you never haye 
a home ? 4. Yes, and it was filled 
with plenty. 1 was born across the 
seas, and was a small dealer, such 
as you cal! merehants in this count- 
ry. After I came here, my wife 
and three children died, and I was 
myself sick. Thus the little we 
had was gone in paying nurses, anid 
I was myself left unable to labor. 
Q. Why did you not return-to your 
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native country ? A. Alas! I thought 
of it for atime, but I could not la- 
bor, and 1 bethought myself that the 
providence of God is every where, 
and I committed myself to that. Q. 
What is the providence of God ? 
A. That is a great. question. It is 
the care he takes of all his works. 
Qne part obit is tlie care he takes of 
the poor. Q. Do-you trust in that 
providence, and doth this trust give 
you bread ? 4. I have thought I 
did, and have never yet wanted 
bedi Q. How shall 1 trust in God ? 
A. You must see yourself to be a 
sinner, unworthy of the least of 
God’s mercies, and that you can- 
not deserve any thing at his hand : 
You must depend on being saved 
through Jesus Christ, and every day 
pray to him for help and you will 
not be forsaken. @. But has this 
given you bread and clothing? A. 
O yes! better than the world can 
give. It is true that | sometimes 
have felt a littke bodily want, but 
then [ found it for the good of my 
soul. [am more grieved for the 
souls of my fellow men, than for 
any bodily want I suffer. Yester- 
day lL was hungry, and called at 
the door of a smart man.—He was 
angry, and told me he did not be- 
lieve in the providence of God, and 
bid me depart; but at the next 
house I had a plentiful meal. This, 
mark ye ! was the house of a poor 
woman.” 

The wealthy man confessed that 
at this moment he was pierced with 
a sense of guilt. He then gave 
some money to the poor man, of 
whom he never could bear after- 
wards ; yet the sound of these words, 
being impressed on his mind by the 
last interview, “He knows not 
what he saith,” never left him until 
he was hopefully brought to Chris- 
tian repentance. It is presumed 
the preacher, although a Lazarus in 
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this world, is now in Abraham’s 
bosom..——“‘ Cast thy bread upon 
the waters: for after many days 
thou shalt find it.” ' 

‘¢ For the poor shall never cease 
out of the land.” 

“ Be not forgetful to entertain 
strangers : for thereby some. have 


entertained angels unawares.” 
,.& 


From the Georgia Analytical Repository. 


REY. SIR, 

Lirtie did J once think of ever 
addressing you with respect in your 
public character. I was as much 
confirmed in deistical sentiments as 
perhaps any man in thé’ world, and 
believed that all the prophets were 
liars, Jesus of Nazareth an impos- 
tor, his apostles, ministers, and fol- 
lowers either fools or knaves, and 
the bible a book of absurd false- 
hoods. Yes, in the face of all evi- 
dence, and against reason this was 
my creed. 

My parents gave me a moderate 
education, and at a time of life when 
the mind is most likely to receive 
and ‘retain impressions, I entered 
into the American army, where I 
imbibed very pernicious principles, 
and advanced from bad to worse by 
almost imperceptible degrees, till f 
met with Paine’s Age of Reason.— 
This book being exactly suited to 
my taste, speaking the language of 
my heart, and satisfying all my de- 
sires, | mounted at once upon its 
authority, superior to every res- 
traint and distinguished myself as 
one of the mest open, daring and 
blasphemous infidels of the age. I 
prevented my wife; who was pious- 
ly inclined, and every other person 
over whom I had sutlicient influence 
from entering any place of reli- 
gious worship.—All professors, and 





$0 Conversion of an Infidel. 


especially ministers of the Chris- 
tian religion, | loaded in the most 
public manner with horrid impreca- 
tions. You, sir, whom I now ad- 
dress with pleasure as my inestima- 
ble friend, shared in these cause- 
Jess reproaches. | went several 
times out of curiosity to hear you 
preach, and read some of your late 
publications, but considered you an 
artful hypocrite, threatened to con- 
fute you before the faces of your 
friends, end seriously meditated a 
system of opposition to your meas- 
ures. 

» Under these circumstances, an 
old acquaintance of miné who had 
become, and continues, a warm 
friend of yours, requested me to go 
with him to one of your lectures. [ 
refused, but he insisted upon my 
going, and was pleased to say in the 
course of our conversation, “ I know 
I am not able to argue with you, 
but will you permit me to ask you 
one or two questions and. return me 
candid answers ?” I replied, by all 
means. He then said, “ Are you 
sure that all Christians are wrong, 
and that you are right ?”’ I paused, 
and struck with the mystery and 
immensity of the works of creation, 
{ was constrained to say,” no. 
‘* Well,” he continued, ‘* have you 
ever earnestly prayed to that God 
in whom you profess to believe, to 
shew you whether you are right or 
wrong in your opposition to Jesus 
Christ ?’——Knowing that I never 
had, | again returned an answer in 
the negative. He then advised me 
to pray to God to satisfy me on this 
important question, and the reason- 
ableness of his advice was so evi- 
dent, that as we were alone, I fell 
immediately on my knees, and 
prayed for light in the controversy 
{t had with Christians. I then went 
to your lecture, listened attentively, 
and felt some desire to hear with- 


out prejudice. Afier this I deten 
mined to examine the points to the 
best of my abilities, with constant 
prayer to God to strengthen my 
powers, and direct to the proper is- 
sue. 

At this stage of the investigation, 
my business called me some distance 
from the city and all public ordi- 
nances of religion. A little atten- 
tion to Christianity soon convinced 
me, as it did Rousseau, that the ar- 
guments in its favor are unanswera- 
ble. As I saw plainly this religion 
could not be proved false, the una- 
voidable conclusion, it may there- 
fore be true, rushed on my mind 
with resistless force. Beset with 
passions, prejudices, and difficulties, 
I began to find [| was a weak sinful 
creature, and with some enlarge- 
ment and fervor [ continued to pray 
for light in divine and eternal things. 


‘My distress became and reniained 
so great for several weeks, that f 


slept very little,—lost all relish for 
society, and what food I took was 
more trom principle than inclination. 
Yet my healtly was not much: im- 
paired, and | performed my usual 
business. My views of sin, and 
consequently of my own state and 
eharacter were materially altered, 
and every thing I read and heard, 
even the conversation of my wile 
and infant son seemed to reprove 
me. In shert, I was made to see 
that divine justice was armed a- 
gainst me, and to feel my need of a 
Mediator and Saviour. It now be- 
came my ardent desire that the 
scriptures might prove true, for I 
saw no way but the one which they 
unfold, in which | corld approach 
an infinitely just and holy God. My 
mind was still involved in the most 
awful darkness, and under the pain 
of dreadful uncertainty what would 
be the issue of this distress. 

But when ready to sink in des- 
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pair, with unexpected and surpris- 
ing mercy, the God of all grace was 
pleased to visit my soul. Ata late 
hour of the night engaged in medi- 
tation and prayer | was enabled to 
look on a crucified Saviour, with 
such emotions as rendered it difficult 
forme to determine whether my 
eyes or my faith gazed on the glo- 
rious object befere se. I beheld 
him whom I had pierced, and while 
| mourned, cried out with Thomas, 
‘My Lord aud my God.” I ac- 
knowledged and adored, and now 
most cordially acknowledge and 
adore Jesus Christ, in his mediato- 
rial character, as my complete and 
only Saviour. How long I was 
wrapped in this ecstacy, or so pro- 
foundly exercised on these sacred 
mysteries, lam unable accurately 
to determine, probably, at least,one 
hour. 

Thus a gracious. God was pleased 
to convince me a most blind, dar- 
ing sinner, of the truth of the scrip- 
tures and of the divinity of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, in whom, as the 
only and Almighty Saviour of lost 
sinners, [ now as firmly believe as 
in my own existenee, and | trust my 
aim is now to glorify him, in asso- 
ciating with his people, and walk- 
ing inhis ordinances. His service 
is perfect freedom, and {i stand in 
astonishment at my late blindness 
and delirium, as well as at the al- 
most singular display of grace by 
which I have found peace with God, 
and such joy as an infidel will nev- 


er believe is experienced in the ' 


present state. I have had some 
hard conflicts with a tempter whose 
existence I lately denied; and be- 
gin to be acquainted with his de- 
vices. 

My old deistieal companions, 
most of whom | looked down upon 
as pigmies in deism, will probably 
think me deranged, because | have 
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embraced the.Christian religion, but 
if they will act with candor and sin. 
cerity in search of truth, they too 
will become Christians. I have of- 
ten beev told, and am now persuad- 
ed, that it is not for want of evi- 
dence that men reject Christ. There 
is suflicient proof, were it attended 
to with an honest heart, that he is 
the Son of God. 

{ would just remark that no Chris- 
tian, who was not precisely in my 
state, can reasonably think it strange 
that he was not dealt with, as God 
has been pleased to deal with me. 
Among those as far advanced in infi- 
delity as l.was, if any such mon- 
sters exist, it will be a miracle of 
mercy if one of them, should in 
any Way,or by apy means escape 
damnation. 

For the injustice I have done 
you, my dear sir, I know you would 
not permit me to ask your pardon, 
since God, J hope, has forgiven me 
my numerous and enorfpous sins. 
Your zeal and activity in doing 
geod, which once excited my re- 
sentment, and provoked my opposir 
tion, while they command my cor- 
dial approbation, engage me con- 
stantly and fervently to pray that 
God would abundantly strengthen 
you in his most gloriouscause. __ 


PHILOMATH, 


From the Religious Remenbrancer. 


EFFECT OF FAMILY PRAYER ON & 
CHILD OF SENSIBILITY.——A RE- 
CENT OCCURRENCE. 


Some meilicige being necessary 
for her, and prepared accordingly 
by her anxious mother, she was re- 
quested to take it; bat refused— 
persisting, with many tears; that 
she could not—that she woukdnot ! 
It being the hour of domestic eve- 
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ning devotion, the family were cal- 
led together, the word of God, as 
usual, was read, and the throne of 
grace addressed. The head of the 
family, as customary, being fervent- 
ly engaged for his children, among 
other addresses, earnestly suppli- 
cated, that they might “ Remember 
their Creator, obey their parents,” 
&c.—As soon as this devotional ex- 
ercise terminated, the child on ari- 
sing from her knees, in an instant 
flew toher mother, said she would 
take the medicine, hastily assign- 
ing the reason, that her father had 
just prayed, that ‘‘ for children to 
obey their parents,” &c.—The 
scene was affecting, the incident in 
itself may be viewed by many as 
trifling, but when we consider the 
importance of atu prayer, the for- 
cible scriptural injunctions for its 
due performance, with the solemn 
denunciations of Heaven against 
‘those families who call not on 
Jenovan’s name.”’—The recording 
of such an immediate answer to our 
engagedness with Gop may be of 
real service, particularly at a time 
when too many professing christians, 
and itis to be feared, some who are 
styled the mimsters of grace, are 
seldom, if scarcely ever, found with 
their beloved partners, the dear 
pledges of their mutual affection, 
and the rest of the members of their 
households, offering up their morn- 
ing and evening oraisons !—Duty 
is our’s, the event is the Lord’s— 
As individuals, as families, as citi- 
zens of an afflicted and threatened 
country, as members of evangelical 
churches, let us arouse ourselves, 
shake ourselves from the dust, be 
importunate with the Lord our God, 
who will be sought unto, and we 
shall all find, that ** the effectual 
fervent prayers ot the righteous a- 
vail much.” 





re HINTS. 
To such as take the lead in Meetings 
for socta Prayer. 


Suck meetings have ever been 
formed and attended by a spiritual 
person, as means of procuring spir- 
itual blessings, especially the Divine 
presence in ordinances, and a more 
extensive spread of the glorious 
gospel ; for which reasons we should 
thus pray for the peace and prosper- 
ity of Jerusalem, for they shall pros- 
per who love her. 

Decency and order, requisite in 


every religious institution, are pecu- 


liarly so in this. It were indeed a 
great pity that an ordinance so a- 
dapted to general advantage as that 
of Social Prayer, should be dises- 
teemed and neglected, in conse- 
quence of any disgusting imadver- 
tency in those who vocally engage. 
thereia. Let such candidly suffer 
the word of exhortation. 

It iscommon to distinguish be- 
tween the grace and gift of prayer. 

The rormerR comprizes reverence 
of the majesty of God, deep sense of 
our own unworthiness, necessities and 
sins ; with penttent, thankful, and 
enlarged hearts ; with understand- 
ing, faith, sincerity, fervency, love, 
and perseverance, therein warting 
upon God, with holy submission to 
bis will. 

The tattrer, refers to the most 
intelligible, agreeable, and edifying 
mode of expressing our desires ia 
prayer. 

Superior attention must ever be 
paid to the grace of prayer; bit, 
for the purposes of edification, &c. 
the gift must not be neglected, but 
weated with serious, though subor- 
dinate regard. 

None but persons of irreproacha- 
ble characters, acceptable gifts, of 
steady and uniform walk in the ob- 
servance of Divine ordinances in 
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general, should be permitted to ex- 
ercise vocally in meetings, for Social 
Prayer. To such the following 
hints are humbly offered. 

1. Use comprehensive brevity in 
prayer. Let your words be few, for 
much may be said in little compass. 
Prolixity encroaches on time, occa- 
sions unnecessary repetitions, fa- 
tigues attention, and thereby dis- 
gusts the hearers. 

2. The voice should be neither 
too /ow nor too loud, but adapted to 
the ability of the most distant per- 
sons to hear, ifattentive. The pro- 
nunciation should be distinct and 
deliberate, and free from unnatural 
tones. 

3. Ifthe Royal Preacher sought 
to find out acceptable words in ad- 
dressing men ; surely some degree 
of regard i is due to our words in ad- 
dressing God. Repeat not unne- 
eessarily the Divine names. Itisa 
species of taking them in vain. A- 
void preaching in prayer, impertin- 
ent familiarity of expression, espe- 
cially all affectation and every ap- 
proach to bombast, as the abomina- 
ble ebullition of a proud and pre- 
sumptuous mind. The most beau- 
tiful style for prayer is that of the 
Scriptures, as Mr. Henry on the 
subject fully exemplifies. 

4. Caretully guard against that 
flutter of spirits, and consequently 
contusion of mind, which painfully 
obstructs the proper exercise of both 
yifts and grace. In order to this, 
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regard God more and men less. 
Know before the service begins 
your turn to exercise vocally, and 
let your mind be so engaged with 
your intended petitions, &c. as to 
allow you neither leisure nor incli- 
nation to contemplate what your 
brethren are thinking of you. Val- 
ue popular applause less, and you 
will less fear the want of it. 

5. When intervening exhortations 
are givea in Meetings for prayer, 
the succeeding prayer should cor- 
respond to the observations made, 
and to the matter of the hymns sung. 
The hymns should be moderately 
short, judiciously chosen, distinctly 
read, and sung in tunes well known. 

Lastly. Let the proposed times. 
of beginning and ending the service 
be punctually observed, that excu- 
ses for nonattendance drawn from 
encroachments on family obliga- 
tions may be effectually obviated. 

Thus brethren, endeavour to pro- 
ceed, as valuable helps to God’s 
ministers, their Jarons and Hurs, 
to hold up their hands. And, as 
useful members of the respective 
churches of Christ, to which you 
belong, co-operate with the glori- 
ous design of the gospel for the con- 
version of sinners and the establish- 
ment of saints; apd, shortly, as 
good and faithful servants, you will 
be received to the joy of your 
Lord, where prayer shall be ex~ 


changed for eternal praise. 
[ Lond. Evan. Mag. 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


ORDINATIONS. 


At Newburyport, (Mass.) on the 21st 
elt. the missionaries, the Rev. Samvcen 
J. Mitts, James Ricwarps, Jun. 


Epwarp Warren, Bensamin C, 
Mercs, Horatio Barpwei, and 
Danir. Poor, were ordained. 


As the particulars of the ordination, 
must be interesting to all the friends of 
missions, we are induced to make @ 
minute statement. 

The examination was attended at 
nine o’clock, in the vestry of Dr. Dana’ 
church. Ateleven o’elock, the council 
with the missionaries, and those who at- 
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tended the examination, removed to the 
church, where a nuvierous audience had 
assembled to witness the solemuities of 
the ordination. 

The services were commenced with 
an appropriate anthem from the words, 
* Arise, shine, O Zion,” Xc. ‘The in- 
troductery prayer was then made 
by the Rev. Dr. Morse, of Charlestown, 
and the direction and blessing of God 
‘implored in the solemn services of set- 
ting the missionaries apart to their be- 
mevolent work. After the performance 
of another piece of sacred music, the 
Rev. Dr. Worcester, of Salem, preached 
the sermon, from Acts xvii,16. Now 
while Paul wailed for them at Athens,his 
spirit was stirred in him, when he saw 
the city wholly given to idolairy. He ex- 
amined the opinion entertained by Paul 
respecting the morality of the Atheni- 
ans, and the influence which the opin- 
ion of the apostle had on his ministerial 
conduct. The sermon, though very 
long, and though, on account of the im- 
mense concourse, heard with difficulty 
im some parts of the assembly, was list- 
ened to, throughout, with patient and 
earnest attention, and excited deep in- 
terest in the closing address to the mis- 
sionaries. The consecrating prayer was 
made by the Rev. Dr. Spring of New- 
‘buryport. ‘The charge to the missiona- 
ries was given by the Rev. Dr. Dana, of 
Newburyport, The right hand of fel- 
lowship was given by the Rev. Justin 
Edwards, of Andover. A liberal col- 
Jection was then made for the benefit of 
the mission. ‘The services were conclu- 
ded by a fervent address to the throne 
‘of grace by the Rey. Edward Payson, of 
Portland. 

After a recessof half an hour, the 
house of worship (the largest in the 
Commonwealth) was again filled. The 
communicants from different and distant 
churches, to the number of nearly seven 
hundred, who ha: assembled on this in- 
teresting occasion, were seated together 
in the body pews, and apparently. with 
one heart and one soul celebrated the 
‘Lord’s supper. ‘The communion ser- 
vices were introduced with an address 
to the communicants by the Rev. Dr. 
Dana, of Newburyport. The first pray- 
er was offered by the Rev. Dr. Parish, 
of Byefield, and the second by the Rev. 
Professor Stuart. During the distribu- 

tien of the elements by ten deacons of 
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different churches, who had been. desig. 
nated for the service, the aged and ven< 
erable Mr. Morrison, of Londonderry, 
N. H. addressed the communicants. The 
solemnities were closed with an address 
and prayer by the Rev. Dr. Payson of 
Rindge, N. H. and the following 
hymn of Watts, sung by a great number 
of the communicants ; 


How sweet and awful is the place, 
With Christ within the doors, &c. 


The scene was novel in this country, 
and was uncommonly solemn and af- 
fecting. To many, we trust, it was 3 
season of sweet communion with their 
ascended Saviour, and long to be remem- 
bered with gratitude. The view of so 
many communicants, assembled from vay 
rious and distant churches, united in so 
solemn an act of fellowship, never to 
partake this feast together again on 
earth, brought impressively before the 
eye of faith the scenes of a future and 
invisible world ; and to the humble be- 
liever, imparted some pleasing foretaste 
of the future fellowship of the redeemed 
around the throne of God and the Lamb. 

[Pan.] 


REVIVALS OB RELIGION. 


By the favour of a Corrrespondent 
and the Report of the General Associa- 
tion of Connecticut,we are able to name 
the following places, as having been re- 
cently, or being at present, the scenes 
ef reformation more or less powerful. 

N. Stanford, (Con.) Bridgeport, Staf- 
ford, Somers, Woodstock, Bolton, Mer- 
iden, Fairfield, Greenfield, Northford, 
Bethel, Stratford, Northfield, Enfield, 
Wethersfield, Warren, Scheneotady, 
(N. ¥.) Poughkeipsie. 

Our correspondent states that nine or 
ten Jews in the city of New York, have 
of late been hopefully converted, one at 
the age of 60 or 70; and three or four 
in Philadelphia. , 

Intelligence received from various 
parts of New-Eagland, convinces us 
that the present is a season in which the 
power and mercy of God ere strikingly 
displayed in converting sinners. At 
such a period, none who love the inter- 
ests of Zion should grow weary in pray- 
ing and acting for her welfare. 

The extensive work of grace already 
witnessed in three of eur Literary la- 
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themselves, and to be more faithful in 


stitutions,* and now if we are rightly 
informed, extending itself to two oth- 
ers,t whilst it strikingly displays the 
sovereignty of God in selecting whom 
he will for his eternal kingdom, and 
gives the church pleasing intimations of 
the blessings herj King has in reserve for 
the generation to come, teaches, in lan- 
guage more ifapressive than we can ut- 
ter, the efficacy of special, united, per- 
severing prayer. Soon after the com- 
mencement of the reformation at Prince- 
ton, Christians were invited, and many 
complied with the invitation, to pray in 
concert with special reference to our 
colleges. To their united and persever- 
ing prayers we would trace, as @ con- 
sequence established by Divine wisdom, 
these showers of mercy that have revi- 
ved so many hearts. God will not ex- 
alt Christians, but He wil/ exalt his ho- 
ly name. He will bave respect unto 
his holy covenant, He will honor the 
institutions of his own appoiniment. 
He will shew that his foolishness is wi- 
ser than the wisdom of men. And when 
Christians in our churches stand forth 
like Elijah, committing their cause with 
confidence to Jehovah, andauntedly re- 
lying that He will Let it be known thai 
he is God inIsrael,the fire of divine grace 
will fall on our altars, at once humbling 
Christians n_ the dust, as inefficient a- 
gents, aad flashing conviction on all the 
infidel hostsof Baal. Zhe lofliness of 
man shall be bowed down, and the haugh- 
tiness of men shall be made low ; and the 
Lorp atone shall be czalied in that 
day. 

* Nassau-Hall, Yale and Darimouth. 


+t Union and Williams. 


[Pa n.] 


BEVIVAL OF RELIGION IN DART- 
MOUTH COLLEGE. 


Derinc the fall term of 1814 more 


-than usual respect for religion was man- 


ifested among the Students. When the 
ierm commenced in March last, several 
persons appeared to be under serious 
impressions—Some of the officers of 
aollege, who had been more than a year 
watching with anxious solicitude, be- 
gan to hope more strongly, that God 
would soon revive his work. The re- 


ligious students resolved to increase 
their exertions; and obligated them- 
selves to watch mere carefully, over 


warning their companions. But no 

general attention was excited till Satur- 

day the twenty ninth of April. One, 

who had been the subject of great anxe 

iety for a few days, hoping he had be- 
come reconciled to God, attended con- 
ference in the evening, and took an ac- 

tive part in the exhortations and pray- 
ers. A considerable number went from 
that meeting much affected. During the 
ensuing week, meetings for prayer and 
conference were held every evening, 
and generally at three different rooms 
at the same time. The attention had 
become so general on Thursday, that 
but two or three students were absent 
from the conference in the afternoor. 
This universal attention to meetings’con- 
tinued about three weeks, and very few 
persons seemed without unusual solem- 
nity. Many were very powerfully ex- 
erciséd, some almost in despair. The 
distress of some continued only a few 
days, of others as many weeks. Some, 
who were most powerfully impressed 
with a sense of their situation, appear 
to have failed of redeeming grace. A- 
bout forty of the students have become 
hopefully pious. These appear to be of 
one mind, and united in the same doc- 
trine. we 

Not a single recitation has been & 
mitted, though many have been excused 
from the customary preparation. Twen- 
ty-eight of the students seemed to be 
religious before the late revival. These, 
with the addition of forty make nearly 
half of ihe students of college. 

The academy connected with the 
college seems to have shared largely ia 
this out-pourirg of the spirit. Most of 
those, who are preparing to enter col- 
lege at commencement, are thought to 
be pious. 

It is believed, a considerable number 
of the youths, who reside in the vicinity 
of the college have been brought to the 
truth, asitis in Jesus. The work is 
spreading. S. §. 


REVIVAL OB RELIGION IN CORNWALL, 
(ENGLAND. ) 
Extract of a letter from one of ie Preach- 


ers in Cornwall ; dated Truro, March 
25th, 1814. 


VERY DEAR SIR, 
Ir appears you have heard of th¢ 
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$6 Extract of & letier from Salisbury, (Con.) 


great things the Lord is doing for us in 
Cornwall ; butif you were here you 
would say, as the Queen of Sheba said 
to Solomon, * behold, the half was not 
told me.” Glory te the Lamb! 

Last year there were many hundreds 
of souls converted to God, in the Pen- 
zance, Helstone, and Truro Circuits ; 
but the present revival at Redruth is 
such an one, as never before was known 
by preachers or people. It began in 
the Poor-house, then inthe town. It 
continued to spread from house to house, 
till almost every habitation became a 
house of prayer. The people crowded 
to the Chapel as though they thought 
the Chapel would save them ; and 
there they continued with little inter- 
mission for a whole week. The doors 
were not closed either night or day. 
God, whose sole prerogative it is to 
save, generally employs means to ef- 
sect his great work, but he has given us 
many proofs that he can bring sinners to 
himself, without the use of any outward 
means. Many have been convinced 
whilst at work in the mines. Some 
even in the fields, others when travelling 
on the road, and numbers whilst in their 
own houses. This great work has not 
been confined to Redruth, but has spread 
almost over the whole west of Cornwall. 
In our cirevit (Truro) about five hun- 


dred souls, we trust have been conver- 
ted to God— 


** O Jesus ride on, till all are subdued.” 


This amazing work is like a mighty 
torrent bearing down all before it At 
Redrath near six hundred have been 
brought to God. It is believed that up- 
wards of two thousand in the space of 
fen days have been truly converted, a- 
mong whom are lawyers, respectable 
tradesmen, &c. children of a few years 
of age, and even men who have reached 
their eightieth year. The glorious 


work is still going on. The Church 
Minister takes an active part in it, 
speaks of it from the pulpit as the work 
of God, and by so doing gets his Church 
2s full as it can hold. 


Extract of a letter from Salisbury ,(Con.) 
dated August 15, 


——Gop is working a work in our 
day, which would indeed have gladden- 
ed the hearts of our fathers had they 
beea permitted to witness it. Was it 
ever known before that five colleges 
were visited with a shower of divine 
grace at nearly the same time ? The lan- 
guage of providence in raising up so 
many labourers, seems to be—-the fields 
are white already to harvest; it gives 
a faint idea of the glerious time whee 
‘‘a nation shall be bora in a day.” 
There are now severel awakenings in 
this vicinity, One has recently com- 
menced in Sharon, a neighboring town, 
in a school consisting of about fifty. 
Eighteen have already become subjec ts 
of the work, and the number is rapidly 
increasing. In the young Ladies’ acad - 
emy at Litchfield, containing ahout 
eighty pupils, forty are hopefully con- 
verted, and the work is rapidly and ex- 
tensively spreading in the town. Some 
even of the most vicious and abandoned 
have been brought to embrace the pure 
and peaceful religion of Jesus. In the 
grammar school at Newhaven consist- 
ing of about sixty students, there are 
thirty hopeful converts; and the work 
is reviving again in the college, and 
spreading through the town. I hope 
soon to be able to add Salisbury to the 
list, as there is at present amongus am 
uncommon degree of seriousness and an 
unusual spirit of prayer. Christians are 
awake. Some are under deep impres- 
sions and a few are already rejoicing in 
the truth. 


To the above intelligence we may add 
that a letter from Rowley,(Mass.)states 
that a revival of religion has commenced 
there. Our meetings, says the writer, 
are thronged, and the people when dis- 
missed are unwilling to go home, and 
seem as if nailed to the floor. Some of 
our most promising young men and one 
young lady are already rejoicing in 
hope, and many others deeply impressed. 
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